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Importance of
water projects

THE Department of Water and Sani-
tation {DWS) welcomes the gasetting
of integrated infrastructure projects
b Minister of Public Wiorks and Infra-
structure Palricia de Lille

Water infrastructure Is one of
the key pillars of ccomomic growth
which, in tismn, fesponds (0 the Socio-
cronombc needs of South Africans.
Wirber coatrilates to the coomomy and
joda coeativn. For instanoe, the iagated
agriceltural coomomy, which acoounts
for 60% of water-use, bas, diredtly
and imdirectly, created #,5million johs
(2011, Governiment Comimunications
and Information System report).

For this reasomn, the department
wbrnancs this gascting anf ':'r'l'tl.';;rulﬂ‘l
infrastracture projects by Minister De
Lilke.

The gasetting of the lotegrated
infrastrzcture projects comes at a time
whin South Africas economy, like
ey antbuers om thie condinent, s fe-
ing a significant proportion of down-
tum duc to the Covid- 192 pamdemic,

Water infrastructure forms pan of
the Integrated special projects, with
the specific aim of creating jobs and
assisting with skills development. This
is important as many vulnerable com-
miunilies have heen hand kit h':,' the
economic impact of Covid-19.

Water ancd sanitation infrastoec-
ture is not only about people having
water b0 drink while maintaining good
hygiene practices, bt s about helping
to grow the economy, The gacetting
of the integrated projects will go a
long way in holistcally ecnsurlng the
management of infrastructure in devel-
opment, &5 well as the malntenance
thereof

Collectively, the gazetted water and
sanitation projects are worth ELOGbil-
1o N ivestimetits spanning acroess afl
provinces, with the potential for direct
job creation estimated at 25000

[¥AS i pd.illl'uﬂ}' aware That thse
harve boon uniustifiable defays in the
implementation of some water and
samitation infrastoscire projects acToss
the Comeniry. il a;]ui::l“l:u: |‘H'L|-I'u:».1:;|:|-' Fog
the delays.

We also plead with communities
and investors to excrcise patience as
wi fast-track the implkmentation of
the current and upcoming projects
SPUTHIE RATAL | Acting chief disecior and
spokesparaon, Deparment of Water and
Sandfatine
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